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Fourth Annual Albuquerque Film & Music Experience (AFME) Announces Lineup 
 

Unique Films, Music and Red Carpet Events to Take Place  
April 18-24, 2016 

 
Albuquerque, NM – March 30, 2016 – In just three weeks, the Albuquerque Film & Music Experience (AFME) 
promises seven days of one-of-a-kind musical performances, unique films, and opportunities for attendees and art 
lovers to engage with filmmakers, actors, and musicians. AFME’s vision is to honor the power of film, music and 
all storytelling through the arts. The week-long celebration has attracted the participation of many industry leaders 
and luminaries from New Mexico productions, world markets and Hollywood. 

“AFME 2016 has shaped up to be one of the top events in the region, and we are excited to welcome so many 
talented musicians, filmmakers and artists,” said Ivan Wiener, AFME Executive Director. “Our goal is to have 
Albuquerque and New Mexico recognized throughout the world as a center for outstanding film and music talent 
and activity, as well as a robust economic base for these creative industries.” 
 
Programming includes domestic and international movies, food events, panels, a wide range of live music and 
special workshops, including screenwriting, financing and distribution and auditioning, and after parties each night.  

“The true beauty of AFME lies in the artists who attend from around the world immersing themselves in the 
community for the week,” continued Wiener. “All of the filmmakers and musicians attending AFME are not only 
committed to creating quality projects, but also focused on bringing to light how important entertainment and the 
arts are for future generations.”   

Some of the national talent that will be on hand include legendary bassist Nathan East, actress Annika Marks, 
actor Wes Studi, Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers’ drummer Steve Ferrone, The Grammy’s Musical Director 
Greg Phillinganes, VP & Founder of Yamaha Entertainment Group Chris Gero, actor John Asher, plus many 
more industry members. 

Members of the media interested in attending can request press credentials at www.abqfilmx.com.   
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Highlights of AFME 

The Merry Maids of Madness World Premiere – Opening Night Movie – Directed by Phillip Hughes 
Tuesday, April 19th 7:00pm, Historic KiMO Theatre 
After walking out of her wedding for a sandwich, Beatrice decides to take a rest at Stratford Home for Rest and 
Rehabilitation. This is the story of what happened inside those walls. A feature length comedy inspired by the 
women of Shakespeare. 
 
She Sings to the Stars – Directed by Jennifer Corcoran 
Wednesday, April 20th 5:30pm, Historic KiMo Theatre  
Without water, a Native American grandmother continues to inhabit the desert. Her half-Mexican grandson rushes 
to 'make it big'. A faded magician finds himself lost at her doorstep. 
 
Reel 2 Table Reception – A Fusion of Food and Film  
Thursday, April 21st 5:00pm, Banque Building Event Center 
One of the most anticipated events at AFME as we spotlight 6 films, including Never, Po, Dinner and a Movie, 
Downward Hiro, Live from Ub, and In the Clouds. The movies are showcased through this delicious presentation 
of tapas style dishes by the creative minds of top New Mexico chefs.  Imagery of the silver screen will be 
interpreted through signature appetizers that represent each movie. Drink pairings provided by Sierra Nevada. 
 
What Would Beethoven Do? – Directed by Jonathan Keijser with live, classical performance by Nathan 
and Noah East 
Friday, April 22nd 6:00pm, Historic KiMo Theatre 
The film questions why we create art by looking at the fractured state of the ailing classical music world. Along 
with a colorful Greek chorus of thinkers, three charismatic creators reveal not only why they make music but what 
it stands for beyond the notes on the page. 
 
Screenwriting Workshops with Bettina Gilois 
How to Start a Screenplay:  Saturday April 23rd 9:30am–12:00pm, Sol Acting Academy 
If you want to write a screenplay but don’t know where to start, this workshop is for you. Want to adapt a book? 
Should you write an outline? How do you format? Bettina will present her experience and active writing exercises 
to help you develop your first draft and guide you through the rewrite process so you can handle your second, 
third, and fourth drafts on your own. 
 
Full Screen Workshop: Saturday, April 23rd 1:00pm–5:00pm, Sol Acting Academy  
Participants read all screenplays in advance of the workshop. During the workshop, Bettina provides direct and in-
depth feedback on each screenplay, with everyone encouraged to contribute his or her own thoughts and 
concerns. Each writer will leave with a great sense of what they can do specifically to improve their screenplay 
and properly develop as a professional screenwriter as a whole. Writers will benefit from the direct focus placed 
on their screenplays by the workshop, along with the analysis of the five other scripts. Screenplays can be first 
drafts or rewrites, incomplete or partial, with first time writers and veterans alike. 
  

-more-  
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45th Anniversary Screening of Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory with costume contest and sing-along. 
Saturday, April 23rd 2:00pm, Historic KiMo Theatre 
In addition to the 45th Anniversary film screening, the event will be a special fundraiser to benefit the non-profit 
501(c) (3) AFME Foundation, The Secret Garden Project and the Rio Grande Down Syndrome Network. There 
will be 10 Golden Tickets hidden inside the KiMo Theatre where the finders of these tickets will win Film Lover’s 
Pass for Albuquerque Film & Music Experience 2017. 
 
AFME will have a costume contest for the best Willy Wonka character in attendance that will be promoted at all 
schools, throughout the community and within the benefiting organizations.  There will be a “sing along” during the 
movie with KASA 2 host Chad Brummett dressed as Willy Wonka, keeping the audience engaged and having 
fun.  AFME will provide a picture booth in the lobby with green screen backdrops of Wonka Land.  There will be 
costuming for attendees to wear if they are not already dressed as a character from the movie. 
 
Nathan East: For the Record – Directed by Chris Gero, special guest and legendary bassist Nathan East in 
attendance  
Saturday, April 23rd 6:00pm, Historic KiMo Theatre  
Nathan East For The Record is a documentary film that takes viewers behind-the-scenes as one of the most 
influential bass players in modern music recorded his debut solo album last year. His long-awaited solo album 
(released in March) spent four weeks at #1 on Billboard's Contemporary Jazz Album chart and 34 weeks in the 
top position on smoothjazz.com. For The Record also chronicles Nathan's three-decade plus career from when he 
hit the road age 16 with Barry White, his session and touring work across musical genres and membership in the 
legendary jazz quartet Fourplay. The film features interviews with many of the musicians he's worked with 
including Eric Clapton, Phil Collins, Lionel Richie, Quincy Jones, Vince Gill, Herbie Hancock, Don Was and 
more. 
 
AFME Showcase Music Event:  A Concert Tribute to Nathan East - Live performances by Greg 
Phillinganes, Steve Ferfone, and more! 
Saturday, April 23rd 9:00pm, Historic KiMo Theatre 
As a tribute to legendary musician and bassist Nathan East, the Albuquerque Film & Music Experience and 
Yamaha Entertainment Group are proud to present an evening of music featuring friends and family from around 
the world and talented musicians from New Mexico - THE NATHAN EAST TRIBUTE BAND.  We will kick off the 
evening with poet Hakim Bellamy, and Bobby Shew will be presenting Nathan with the 2016 Music Award.  
 
Po – Closing Night Movie – Directed by John Asher 
Sunday, April 24th 4:00pm, Historic KiMo Theatre 
When David Wilson’s young wife falls victim to cancer, he is left a single working dad with the sole responsibility of 
caring for his sixth grade son with autism. Patrick, who prefers to be called 'Po,' is a gifted but challenged child 
who was very close to his mother and unable to communicate his own sense of loss. As father and son struggle to 
deal with life after mom, they each begin to withdraw into their own worlds. David into the high pressure job he’s 
close to losing and Po drifting away from the school where he’s bullied into his magical fantasy world, the Land of 
Color, where he’s just a typical carefree boy with a rich cast of other worldly companions. The growing divide 
between father and son and the challenges of single parenthood of a special needs child threaten to separate 
David and Po permanently. Based on a true story, the bonds of love between a grieving father and son are tested 
in the most real way in Po. 
 
For full schedule and to buy tickets please see WWW.ABQFILMX.COM. Press images available upon request. 
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