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Albuquerque Film & Music Experience (AFME) to Host Special Guest Mayor Richard Berry 

Albuquerque, NM – April 12, 2016 – Mayor Richard J. Berry will be a vital part of the upcoming 
2016 Albuquerque Film & Music Experience and will be featured in “A Conversation with Mayor 
Richard J. Berry on Film, Music and the Albuquerque Economic Ecosystem.” The conversation, 
moderated by SAF-AFTRA NM President Tom Schuch, will take place on Wednesday, April 20th 
from 11am–12pm at the Embassy Suites Hotel.  

“AFME is honored and excited to welcome Mayor Berry as part of our program,” said AFME 
Executive Producer, Ivan Wiener. “His participation is this incredible weeklong film and music 
festival is a testament to both his outstanding support of cultural programs and the continual growth 
of AFME. This is a must attend event for film, music and arts lovers.”  

Mayor Berry—a music enthusiast, guitar player and collector—has been a great supporter of film, 
music, technology and the arts in the Duke City and will hold an intriguing conversation about the 
economic impact the film and music industries have on the Albuquerque Ecosystem. Mayor Berry's 
participation at AFME is just one example of how he supports and promotes the City’s 
entrepreneurial culture and resources.  

“Albuquerque’s innovative and entrepreneurial viability is illustrated through our strong showing 
at AFME,” Mayor Berry said. “We have created an environment in our city that allows innovative 
ideas to gain traction, grow and prosper. Albuquerque has a great deal to offer and I am pleased 
that we have this international platform to share our uniqueness.” 

For more information, visit http://holdmyticket.com/event/244144. For a full schedule and lineup of 
AFME 2016 events, films and musical performances, visit http://www.abqfilmx.com/.  
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About AFME: The AFME Foundation, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization, supports the nurturing, 
success and growth of a vibrant creative community, specifically through film, music and the arts, 
and seeks to help further a world-class economic center of excellence for these industries in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. It produces the Albuquerque Film & Music Experience (AFME), an 
annual film and music festival, attracts prominent attendees, filmmakers, musicians and visionaries 
from around the globe to celebrate the art of storytelling and collaborate into the future.  The 
Foundation also supports the Albuquerque film, music and art scenes through creation, facilitation 
and support of complimentary, mission-based projects and programs. Our purpose is to provide 
opportunities for future generations, while increasing exposure and economic impact for the City of 
Albuquerque, the State of New Mexico and our partners. 

About Mayor Berry: Mayor Richard J. Berry was sworn into office on December 1st, 2009. Prior to 
serving as Albuquerque's chief executive officer, he was twice elected to the New Mexico 
Legislature. Mayor Berry is also an accomplished business entrepreneur with over two decades of 
experience in New Mexico and throughout the Southwest United States. He earned his degree in 
finance and administration at the University of New Mexico and was a letterman on the Lobo track 
and field team, specializing in the decathlon.  
 
Mayor Berry's Accomplishments: Since his election in late 2009, Mayor Berry has successfully 
worked to drop the crime rate in Albuquerque to some of the lowest levels in 20 years and has 
brought the City to the national forefront for transparency and accountability. He has cut the size of 
local Government while keeping city employees on the job and services to the community intact. 
He has accomplished this without raising taxes and has consistently worked to provide value for 
taxpayers. Mayor Berrry’s programs to help the truly needy have become national and international 
models.  Awarded as a top 25 innovation in government by Harvard’s Ash Center, Mayor Berry’s 
Running Start for Careers initiative is working with local educators and the ABQ film industry to 
create career paths for youth. 

About Tom Schuch: Tom Schuch has appeared in numerous films and TV series including Blood 
Thinner Than Water (by Alan Arkin), Five Dollars a Day, 51/50 Mall Cop, Doubting Thomas, In 
Plain Sight, Wildfire, Longmire, The Night Shift, Manhattan, and Preacher as well as many national 
and regional commercials, and more than sixty plays. He is one of the original founders of 
Albuquerque’s innovative Mother Road Theatre Company, serving as board President and Director 
of Marketing in addition to performing in The Weir, The Memory of Water, The Seafarer, The 
Illusion, and The Quality of Life. 

Tom has been performing and touring the one-man show Einstein: A Stage Portrait internationally 
since 2001 including a recent tour of Bangalore, India. His new, original show, Einstein’s Violin, will 
begin touring later in 2016. He is currently serving his fifth term as the President of the New Mexico 
SAG-AFTRA Local. 
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